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THE

COLLEGE
SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE
OF CALIFORNIA
Saint Mary’s is a comprehensive liberal arts university—
offering undergraduate and graduate programs that
integrate liberal and professional education built upon a
foundation of Catholic, Lasallian and liberal arts traditions.
A challenging curriculum, exceptional faculty and a focus
on student success prepare learners for rewarding
careers and full lives.

The liberal arts tradition at Saint Mary’s College seeks to
educate and engage the intellect in an attempt to resolve
the great questions that arise from common human
experience through a search that probes for fundamental
principles and causes.
This approach develops the intellectual abilities of the whole
person, preparing students for life beyond the knowledge
and skills for any particular profession. It develops critical
thinking, an understanding of and respect for different ways
of knowing, and a desire for lifelong learning.

The core Lasallian principles of social justice, faith in
the presence of God, respect for all persons, inclusive
community and quality education are reflected in every
aspect of campus life and learning. Rooted in the Christian
Brothers’ commitment to teaching and learning, Saint
Mary’s student-centered education shapes individual lives
that can transform society.

The College provides a welcoming environment knowing
that the best academic achievement and social and
personal development are realized in an environment
that is culturally, spiritually and ethnically diverse, where
every voice is heard and each student has the opportunity
to grow, succeed and serve.

The Catholic tradition fosters a Christian understanding
of the whole person and defends the goodness, dignity
and freedom of each individual in a community that values
diversity of perspective, background and culture.

Saint Mary’s faculty are deeply committed to teaching and
interacting with students, while also being accomplished
scholars. They are active members of a close community
characterized by small classes, lively discussion and
deep relationships.
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